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The Proper Place of Nature

We need to embrace the full continuum of a natural landscape that(| S [
also cultural, in which the city, the suburb, the pastoral, and the wil T
each has its proper placevhich we permit ourselves to celebrate |
without needlessly denigrating the others.

W

William Cronortt ¢ KS ¢NRdzof S ¢6A0K 2Af RSNySaa
in Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nal@@5)




The American Concept(s) of Nature

In the United States, the kinds of nature that we celebrate
arewilderness and pastoral landscapes

They are the foundation of the American concept of nature
from which we assess the value of nature in America.

THE AMERICAN
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The Problem of Urban Nature

w In American cities, we perceive nature in the urban landscape filtered througt
conceptual framework that prejudges its ecological and cultural value.

w Our understanding of what constitutes good urban nature in American cities I
shaped by culturally dominant metaphors of nature.

Wilderness Pastoral Urban Nature?

WILDERNESS



American Nature Writing Wilderness and Wildness

Wilderness is not a luxury but a necessity of
the human spirit, and as vital to our lives as
water and good bread. A civilization which
destroys what little remains of the wild, the
spare, the original, is cutting itself off from
its origins and betraying the principle of
civilization itself.

— Sdward Abbey —

AZQUOTES

ﬂ : F " In God's wildness lies the hope of the world—the

il bt great fresh unblighted, unredeemed wilderness.

| [ ' The galling harness of civilization drops off, and
wounds heal ere we are aware.

(John Muir)

izquotes.com




Thoreau and the CityWildness
| SYNE 51 @OAR ¢K2NBl dzZ a2t 1{Ay3éE bdmyc

The West of which | speak is but another name for the Wild; and what
have been preparing to say that in Wildness is the preservation of the
world.

Every tree sends its fibers forth in search of the Wilie _cities import it a
any price Men plow and sail for it. From the forest and wilderness com

the tonics and barks which brace mankind. ha o
Life consists with Wildness. The most alive is the wildest. Not yet s.ubc'|

to man,its presence refreshes him

Hope and the future for me are not in lawns and cultivated fields, not i
towns and citiesbut in theimpervious and quaking swamps

WALKING
HENRY DAVID
THOREAU

18171862



Imported at Any PriceThe Proper Places for Urban Nature
Redeeming the City with Nature

Greenspace, Parks, Gardens, Farms, Preserves, Wildlands

In America, we celebrate urban nature that is either deliberately cultivated pastoral
GANBSyaLl 0S¢ tA1S LINJ&Z 3IIFNRSYyaz | yR dzN
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Urban Wildness The Challenge of Urban Wildli@ut of Place

Urban wildlife is judged favorably when it in some way fulfills our expecta
of wild nature or condemned as pestilent when it fails to follow the narrati
for good fauna in the citg andstay in the proper places for nature in the ci

This narrative of urban wildlife
declares that transgressive
coyotes, rats, grackles, and
pigeons are urban pests that
TdzZNI KSNJ RS3INI RS

S
7
@

o

ature




X 0 dzii Y S dailed yadks &liB peregrine falcons are

redemptive wild additions to the urban scene.

LT Al

THE LEGEND of

PALE MALE

oA bawk, a city, a love story.
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ANIMAL ENCOUNTERSIN THE
CHICAGO WILDERNESS

fOLTED BY TERNRELL DisONn

Encountering the Everyday Wild

Anne Matthews

&r
2
2

¥

e

"ft

Lyinda Lyan Haupt
v AUTROR OF THE AIATRIANING
) Crow Plonet

(o,




Urban Wildness

Down Here Below

. Pale Male the famous rethiled hawk
| Performs wing stands high above midtown Manhattan

Circles around for one last pass over the park
Got his eye on a fat squirrel down there and a couple of pigeons

They got no place to run they got no place to hide

.dzi t 1S alfsS KSQa 022f3x asSs wc
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- Got him a penthouse view from the tipp of the food chain, boys

| S £2214 dzLJ YR R2¢y 2y FAFTOIK |
But life goes on down here below

And all us mortals struggle so
We laugh and cry

And live and die

¢CKFEiQa Kz2g Al
For all we know

Down here below

Steve Earle
Washington Square Serenade 2007




Proper Place for Urban Wildlife?

All of the city is habitat v e~ URB=2N
Habitarcs

The mobility of urban wildlife allows them to exploit the entire city as habitat.



Urban Wildness and the Agency of Nature

Non-humans do unexpected things and defy our expectations of howmonans should
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The fact is that urban landscapes are just too mixed up, chaotic, and
confused to fitour established notions of beauty and value in nature |

al 868 AlGQ& V2 i noudreaf ebodystghl, jlistzNaBncH: ofiwedd
and exotics mixed up with human junk.

John Tallmadg@&he Cincinnati Arch: Learning from Nature in the (2804)
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By restricting our narrative of nature to the traditional concepts of American Nature, we
to come to terms with a new kind of nature that has emerged in the city.
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This new nature flourishes through its own agency in neglected urban wastelands and ma
like vacant lots, garbage dumps, sewage ponds, unmaintained roadway and railway verge

industrial tracts, abandoned buildings, overgrown urban creeks, crumbling walls, and othe
urban waste spaces.



