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The Unity of Nature
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Cosmos: A Sketch of the Physical Description of the Universe
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contemplation, is that of unity in diversity, and of connection, resemblance and o
among created things most dissimilar in their fonrmpne fair harmonious whote ¢
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often has been misinterpreted as reflecting a kind of DeSDBmMOS  r#ysicat escrirrion
was muclxriticisedfor its omission of Gagcand attempts were Volume 7
made to "domesticate" Humboldt's book for local audiences by

connecting it tathe argument from design
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of God is supposed everywhere, will perhaps be regAarded QS eadspR st
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Humboldt insisted, leads up to a picture of harmony and unity;

as Immanuel Kant had argued a century or so before, "all highe Qi
speculative views" lie outside the realm of scientific study. a -
Humboldt's narrative of Nature was a consciously secular one g

omitted all rhetoric of the divin® ¢ |

W Humboldtca! £ £ NBf AIA2YVE KIFigSacall& |
of morals very pure and nearly the same in all, nexgiemlogica
dream(Creation story) and thirdly, myth or historical novelette
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and contentsit likewise presents itself to the human intellect
a problem which cannot be grasped, and whose solution is
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The Universe is wider than our views of it.

- Henry David Thoreau
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Humboldtian Environmentalism and the Tapestry of Nature

Humboldt recognized a connection between
healthy landscapes and water supplies during hig
time in America. Humboldt saw this particularly |
the plantations around Lake Valencia in northerrf #%
VenezuelaThe felling of trees by settlers did morfg#
than just denude the landscape {
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showers the sides of the hills, bear down the
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intimately woven, but humankind can undo them




The Second Great JournelRussia: The 1829 Expedition

In April 1829, Humboldt was invited to Russia to consult about the new metal call
platinum discovered in the Ural Mountains and found an opportunity to realize his
other grand dream: an expedition through Central Asia.

Knowing that diamonds were often found with gold and platinum deposits, Humk
predicted that diamonds would be found there, too, and the Russian Government
offered to fully fund his expedition to the Urals. Humboldt would push past the Ur:
reach the border of China.
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In 1829, Caroline dies at the age of 63.

Dagmar von Gersdorfl

Einc Biographic




UNIVERSITE PARIS
The Humboldt Brotherg The Spirit of Europe

https://explore.psl.eu/en/discover/virtuakxhibits/humboldtbrothersspirit-europe

Dagmar von Gersdorff

Eine Biographic
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Humboldt in Russia April- November 1829
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miles, passed through 658 pestations, and used more than 12,000 pbstrses!
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Humboldtian Science Global Network for Earth Science

Back in St. Petersburg by November 1829mboldt gives a speech for the Russian
Imperial Academy of Scienges which he urged the establishiagchain of
geomagnetic and weather observation staticagoss the Russian Empire linking wi
a network around the globe.

The Czar agreed, creating stations from St. Petersburg to Alaska. These connect
stations in the US and Europe, and by 1839 the British had built them across the
O9YLIANB® | dzY o 2t R{ Q&he Rosdviativn statiodis cofletzbd A £ f
geomagnetic and climate data on a global scale

In the same speeglhe urgedclimate studyto understand the effects of the

destruction of forests on climate which he first described in South America on his
great journey. == = —
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Understanding the interconnections of phenomena
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Wilhelm von Humbold{176%1835)

wWith his eyesight failing, he lived another six years after
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of 68 in 1835 at Tegel.

wWilhelm died while preparing a final book on the

ancient Kawi language of Java, but its introduction was

published in 1836 afhe Heterogeneity of Language and
its Influence on the Intellectual Development of Mankind
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DGUISC}'}C‘ BUndGSpOSt die Kawi-Sprac ||\: aul der Insel Java,




