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1‘ 'w Permanence, Change, and the Anthropocene
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"The idea of nature will not survive the new global pollutgn

k" We have changed the atmosphere, and thus we are changing the weather, w
! make every spot on earth mamade and artificial.
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identity should remain beyond our control. But once that barrier has been
broken, what is the fight about, then?...How can there be a mystique of the re
now that every drog; even the drops that fall as snow on the Arctic, even the
drops that fall deep in the remaining forest primegdiears the permanent
stamp of man?

Having lost its separateness, it loses its special power. Instead of being a cat
like Godg something beyond our contra] it is now a category like the defense
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Humboldt- Human Impacts on the Environment

In his bookCentral Asig1843), Humboldt listed three ways in which
the human species was even then affecting the climate:
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w Humans are part of nature .
w Nature/Cosmos is bigger than us
) Most human impacts are unintended consequences

Humboldt said it was the duty of scientists to examine the changea sy
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The dance of world and mind

Humboldt lived in Paris from 186827 but
was forced to return to Berlin in May 1827

In November 1827 he began a series of 6
lectures that proved so popular he added
more. For six months he gave lectures
several days each week.

No entry fee was charged and hundreds o
people attended ranging from the royal
family to coachmen and half those attendi
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science.

From these lectures, the mutiolume work
Cosmos was born.
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Cosmos: A Sketch of the Physical Description of the Universe

Alexander von Humboldt
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COSMOS

Cosmos was the scientific bestseller of the age. In 1845, the first editi
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the first volume sold out in two months; by 1851, Humboldt estimated
that eighty thousand copies had been shipped. He himself superinten
the French translation, and by 1846 it had also been translated into

English, Dutch, and Italian. His publisher wrote in 1847 that the dema
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double references the physical universe as it exists apart from Volome 1
humanity, and to the beauty and order of that universe, which a
ideas intrinsic to humanity. In short, the universe exists without |
but it exists as a Cosmos only through our minds.
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contrast between nature and mind, but insists that we must not e
therefore be led to separate the two, lest doing SO reduCe SCIENE  umerin fy Nl t Rept
G2 alF YSNB FF3IINBIFGA2Y 2F SYLANROFt aLJs
| dzY o 2f RG QA LIAYG A& 1 S&Y 2 dzNy s yusgss
0KS YAYRZ YR a2 aR2Sa 0KS S to Cosmos

ANY

dzy O2yaOAr2dzate (2 2dNBSt &34

The world is known to us only through our mind, and our mind
known to us only as we engage the world: the two form a
phenomenal unity.

g

Only in the dance of world and mind, object and subject, does @&

Cosmos come into being.
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and contents, it likewise presents itself to the human intellect as
problem which cannot be grasped, and whose solution is
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The Universe is wider than our views of it.
- Henry David Thoreau
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HUKBOLDT.

The One Hundredth Birthday of
the Philosopher.

e —

Celcbration Gencrally Throughout
the Country,

Unveiling of the Bust at the

Central Park,

ORATION BY DR. FRAXCIS LIEBER,

Processlons, Banquot and Speeches
fn this City.

EXTENSITR  QUSEXVANCES 1IN  BRSTON,

Eulogistic Address by Professor

Agasiz,

IN TII8 CITY.
Extent of the Obsmrrnncen—ilecorations
m the City and on the Skhpping—-
Lending Poenturr» of e Crelvbranon.

On 14 September 1869, tens of
thousands of people crowded
the streets of cities across the
United States to mark the cen-
tennial of Humboldt’s birth:
Parades, speeches, concerts,

monuments, a nd hEl]"lL] uets

honored the most famous and
beloved scholar of the time.
The next day the New York
Times devoted its entire front

age to coverage of the events

In 1869, the centennial of his birth was celebrated
across the globe, from Moscow to Mexico City and, in
the United States, most cities hosted celebrations, with
10,000 people joining President Grant in Pittsburgh
while 15,000 attended the festivities in New York City.

Boston hosted three separate celebrations, among
them one at the Music Hall under the auspices of the
Boston Society of Natural History. Professor Louis
Agassiz set the tone, and in the audience sat "the best
culture of New England," including Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow and Oliver Wendell Holmes, together with

the mayor, senators, the governor, and "many others,
Ffy2ad a Sldatte RAAGAY I

F16. 1—The entire front page of the 15 September 1869 New
York Times, on which these headlines appeared, was given over
to coverage of the Humboldt celebrations in New York and
other U.S. cities, as was additional space in that day’s issue.
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Humboldt Monument; Central Park, NYC

The monument, donated by the Humboldt Memorial Association, was dedicated at its
original location at 59th Street and Fifth Avenue on September 14, 1869. Gustav Blaese
knew Humboldt and used his death mask as a reference as he sculpted the bust. In 19¢
gl a Y2O0SR (2 AGa OdNNBylG t20F A2y 4 9E
across from the American Museum of Natural History.



Why was Humboldt forgotten in America?
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familiar with his methods now, but he does not know that Humboldt is| .
teacher. The fertilizing power of a great mind is truly wonderful; but as.
travel farther from the source, it is hidden from us by the very abundai
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w Humboldt not associated with a university or an individual science
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Why was Humboldt forgotten in America?
Anti-German Hysteria WANT NO GERMAN IN JERSEY

World War land World War Il State Board Urges Local Schools to
Eradlicate Every Trace.

. .. . . TRENTON, N. J., June 1,—A most

w Many families anglicized their names to blend i sweeplng recommendation for the ex-
clusion of e¢verything German from the

. . . public schools of New Jersey was adopt-

w Patriotic fervor wedded to a hatred of all things ed unanimously today by the State
German prompted restaurants to change their B0aNG oL FROCAHOR URRss "o Sks. o

the resolution follows:

menus to read "liberty steak" instead of ““The State Board of Education rec-

ul: "o ommends to the Boards of ISducation

hamburgers and "liberty cabbage" in place of Uircuchotit the State thai€ they rigdly

sauerkraut. ¢xclude from the schools under their

administration any teaching of any. kind,

or ani\;”teaﬁboo?. maga!zine. new:;gn{)cir.

1 1 L4 any nguage a n

w A rush to deGermanize the nation prompted ;;;_\;‘:“w";f‘ e‘;{‘%ﬁ,’.‘hd,'(:;ctﬁ. e Tndireatly,

it 1 tends to establis erman propaganda

communities to rename their parks, streets, = ex‘a,gs uémml K?,ser,s,{ or b e
r existing German alms or ideals.”

schools, and towns. Germantown, Nebraska ?Thg ,‘,em(mm\endagmﬁ wai R,,etmmdc bfv

. : i . Jo >. Va vke o utgers Col-

became Garland; Berlin, lowa became Lincoln. ke, g“l;',":"’s“"‘" {):r ek Jt Ruigers Col-

1 1 1 ) ce o e Stute board.

Cincinnati, Hanover Street was changed to Yu N etpe,s,,,m, e bgm.ee? Co,ogel‘ D.

. : . sStuart Craven., member rom Salem

Street; Schumann Street to Meredith Street; a County. and John P. ‘“z‘“i'u"“"m‘" Jersay

Ay, whnichh loos place o e AY meet-

Humboldt Street became Taft Road 55 WaE DAEE o CAISHel Cracen

apologized to Mr. Murray. His apology
was accepted.

F1G. 3—Less than fifty years after cities across the United
States had joined the German American community to cel-
ebrate the Humboldt Centennial, the country was gripped
by anti-German hysteria. Source: New York Times, 2 June 1918,
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By 1920, the number of German publications \ “Bmm[s ASKED T
a third of what it had been in 1894, as readers ; WIIHUHAW Bn[]Ks

it ' ecline.
and subscriptions continued to d | Foithnse I Certain|

_ _ German Propaganda;
World War Il continued the persecution of Away With Them.

GermanAmericans and more. i o ———

| (State Codncil of Defense.)
| INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Feb, |.=In an!
| effort to weed out all “insidious poison™

|
from the library shefves of the state,

; the Indlana State "Council of Defonse . BAR.S
| today addressed a special bulletin to ROOSEVELT
:unum\ councils of defense asking that
{lhn\ search their libraries for \Lrium THE HYPHENA’I‘ED
books and pumiphlets known to eco ntain
German propagandu, which the state !
| eouneil suggests be withdrawn from No Room in This Couniry for
| cirefiation for the period of the war. ?
The lst follows: Dual Nationa"ty, He Te“s

Books. 2
“The Book of Truth and Facts,™ Knlghts of COIUmbus-

Fritz von Frantius, . !
|
|

“Englund or Germany,” 'by Frank Har- |
ris
l “Neutrality,” by Ivor Stevens. i
“The Whr in America.” Dby }luxo,

Munsterburg. | 3 P EA K T H E
| “The Issue,” by J. W, Headland H

"The History of Twelve Days' By J

[ s T P ENEMYPS | ANGUAGE!
|
|

'TREASON TO VOTE AS SUCH

German  sSpirit, by Kuno !
Frauncke, == BEoanA
Pamphlets. ' bodswinei-E E DeRasEt
‘Militarism and the Emperor,” issued’ ! X LA TUAKRAZA,
by the Germanatic Society. of Chicago. :
"By Their Works Ye Shall Know
Them,” from the same source,
“The Destruction of Louvain," by Ed-
ward Emerson.
“Morocco and Armageddon.”
“Nationalisfm in Europe,” by Dr,
Frantz Boas.
“Phe Following—A United Nation,”
a speech by Charles Nagle.
“Justice in War Times' by W. W.
Hyde. |
ui:sh';h:I::::;:"m,i;n:::o‘:-'\\a't\:;‘n..>! o "k‘ Four hndnm\ Are Nl In "l\ Vo d['lll.lf\
“Germans as ULxponents of Cullure”

.b) ¥ritz von Frantius. SPEAK AMEB'GAN’
“A Slander” by . 7T ho-odnr ‘ichleman !

BEAT GERMANY
Support EVERY FLAG §
that opposesPrussianism

Fat less :j/r}"u‘ food Fig,hfers‘ need
DENY yourself yomefhing
WASTE NOTHING

UNITED FTA’!‘S&'
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AMIN!"HO!




Why was Humboldt forgotten in America?

LIteratureand Translating
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w Literary genre? romantic? aesthetic science?

w Before his time?

w Poor translations and limited translations over time

Alexander vt Humboldd
COSMOS FRAGMENS DE
= A SKETCH OF THE = GEOLOGIE ET DE
; CLIMATOLOGIE
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L2 | POLITICAL ESSAY ON | %
| THE KINGDOM &
= OF NEW SPAIN |5

Views of the Confilleras and Mosmients of 8 0 i
the Tialiggeoons Peoples of the Americas B ViCWSOf Namre ;
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Why was Humboldt forgotten in America?

The Passage
to Cosmos

w Development of Professional, Institutionalized Science/Acade m |t
w | dzY 0 2 fnieta-scientisk ¢ Charles Sanders Peirce

w Specialization vs. Comprehensive/Holistic Science

Specialization would seem a logical response to a rapidly expandi ; %,\ e
knowledge base; it yielded tangible results and eyezater J., ,é‘; |
capacity for human manipulation and control of nature. As scholard
and researchers raced down their separate disciplinary pathways,
though, knowledge became increasingly fragmented and
communication across major disciplinary boundaries more the

exception than the rule. Nowhere was reintegration a discipline.

LAURA DASSOW WALLS

Humboldt championed aesthetic forms that emerged from the
particulars of nature, and scientific forms that embraced, rather
than excluded, the subjectivity of the observer.

This put him on a collision course with the emergent concept of
6202SOUAQAGEE | YR GNBRdAzOGA2Y A
experimental texts were absorbed, reshaped, and, in large part,
aAf SYOSR o0& GKS aLXAad ¢S KI @S
- Walls,Passage to Cosmos




Why was Humboldt forgotten in America?

The Two Culturgd.959)

A good many times | have been present at gatherings of people whc
the standards of the traditional culture, are thought highly educated |
who have with considerable gusto been expressing their incredulity |
the illiteracy of scientists. Once or twice | have been provoked and
asked the company how many of them could describe the Second L

Thermodynamics. The response was cold: it was also negative. Yet Y
asking something which is about the scientific equivalent of. 'Have yzf P. SNOWI’ "_
NBFR I 62Nl 2F {KE1S&aLSINBUAKY -

Alexander von Humboldt

| now believe that if | had asked an even simpler questisach as,

What do you mean by mass, or acceleration, which is the scientific COSMOS
. . . . +» A SKETCH OF THE =

equivalent of saying, 'Can you readMot more than one in ten of the | puysicaL DESCRIPTION

highly educated would have felt that | was speaking the same language-~————"=-=

So the great edifice of modern physics goes up, and the majority of the

cleverest people in the western world have about as much insight into it

as their Neolithic ancestors would have had.

e - et * A

Translated by E. C. Orté
Introduction by Nicolaas A. Rupke




Reductionism vs. Holistic Science

Using the natural sciences as his model, Wilson forges dramat-
ic links between fields. He explores the chemistry of the mind and
the genetic bases of culture. He postulates the biological principles
underlying works of art from cave drawings to Lolita. Ranging the
spectrum of human knowledge and synthesizing it into o dazzling
whole, Consilience is science in the grand visionary tradition of
Newiton, Einstein, and Feynman.

~ We are drowning in information, while starving
5% for wisdom. The world henceforth will be run by
synthesizers, people able to put together the right
information at the right time, think critically
about it, and make important choices wisely.

(E. O. Wilson)

izquotes.com

The Sociobiological Reductionist Solution to Knowledge
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social institutions, are based on material processes that are ultimately reducible, howevel
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