INFORMATION FOR
LANDOWNERS

The City of Austin is exploring an
Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR)
project in a part of the Carrizo-Wilcox
Aquifer in Bastrop County. The first
step is a 3-year laboratory-based study,
to determine whether an ASR project is
compatible with this part of the aquifer.
The lab study is proposed to begin in
late 2025.

Following the 3-year lab study, an
additional 3-year pilot testing phase will
take place. After these testing phases are
complete, a decision will be made on
whether the project will be built.

While potential construction is years
in the future, we understand that
landowners have questions now.

LAND REQUIREMENTS

Minimal construction is required for
an ASR project. If the project would
proceed to full build out of an ASR
facility, ASR wells, monitoring wells,
pump stations, and a water quality
compatibility facility would be needed.
These facilities would require about
200 acres dispersed throughout the
project area.

A buffer area around these facilities
would be needed to protect the
underground stored water. The total
project area, including the buffer area,
is estimated to be between 3,500 and
7,000 acres.

COMMITMENT TO
LANDOWNERS

« Austin Water wants to work with
willing landowners.

» We will pay landowners fairly.

» Families may continue ranching and
farming operations.

 Austin will refrain from using
eminent domain to acquire property
for this project in Bastrop County.

LAND & WATER PROTECTION

If this ASR project moves forward, the land above
the water stored underground must be protected in
the following ways:

Ensure that the water stored deep underground
will not be contaminated by industrial activities
or drilling on the surface

Deep drilling for groundwater would not be
permitted within the project area. In essence,
we have to be sure that no one can drill a well
down to the water that Austin has stored deep
underground.

Shallower homeowner, ranching, and farming
wells may continue their current operations.
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INFORMATION FOR LANDOWNERS

LAND ACQUISITION METHODS

Protect yourself from scammers and speculators. The City of Austin has not started contacting
landowners yet. If the project proceeds, we will work directly with willing landowners to
establish arrangements that work for everyone. We can use a variety of methods to protect the
land over the ASR project. Below is an overview of options to help you know what to expect.

Fee Simple - Purchase

For the portion of the project where structures are built, City of Austin must have full
ownership of the land and structures. This is estimated to be about 200 acres dispersed
throughout the project area for ASR wells, monitoring wells, pump stations, and a
treatment facility.

Depending on each landowner’s preferences and the needs of the project, Austin Water
could buy a small portion of a parcel to locate a well head and an access road, or Austin
Water could buy a larger portion (or the entire parcel of land) and lease back the property
to the landowner so they can continue compatible uses such as farming and ranching.

Easement Interest — Conservation or Other

For most of the project area, an easement to allow access and limit certain development
will be all that is required to protect the water stored deep underground.

Easements may be needed for electrical lines and facilities access roads to wells, to protect
wellfield piping, or to establish the Y4-mile and ¥2-mile buffer areas around the wellfield.
The buffer area easements would require landowners to promise not to drill deep wells,
store hazardous materials, or conduct intense land development, or any other non-
compatible uses that could endanger the stored water.

Landowners would be compensated for granting these easements to Austin for the project.

Lease Option

The City of Austin could lease land for temporary structures such as those needed for field
testing, environmental surveys, etc.

CONGLUSION

+ Austin Water is committed to being a good neighbor to Bastrop County landowners.
« An ASR project can be built with minimal disruption to the land and to landowners’ activities.
« An ASR project would protect the land and preserve groundwater in the project area.

Please contact us with any questions or concerns at aw-asr@austintexas.gov.



