WILDLAND CONSERVATION DIVISION:
PROTECTING YOUR WATER FROM THE MOMENT IT HITS THE GROUND

Wildland Conservation Division manages lands that serve

The Wildland
Conservation

40, 177 total acres managed by the Division is an

Wildland Conservation Division including: it el
recognized urban

26,517 acres for the protection of water quality and quantity in the conservation model
Barton Springs segment of the Edwards Aquifer that has developed
and exported best
management
practices, for its
primary goals of
endangered species
and water quality

Wildland Conservation Division management.
0.54% of AWU Budget

21% of Environmental Affairs and Conservation Budget Lands were acquired
through bonds that

as source water watersheds.

13, 608 acres for protection of endangered species

were
overwhelmingly
approved by the
citizens of Austin.

Division

encompasses two
programs: the
Balcones
Canyonlands
Preserve (BCP) and

Benefits of Wildlands:

0 Protect source water watersheds to help provide safe drinking the Water Quality
water to the public. Protection Lands
0 Store and slowly release water into creeks, prolonging their flow. (wQpL).

0 22% of the recharge zone for the Barton Springs segment of the
Edwards Aquifer is protected.

Filter pollution and reduce potential impacts from disturbance.
Protect habitat for a wide variety of wildlife.

Conserve native plants as a genetic seed bank for the future.
Enhance air quality through presence of vegetation.

Preserve aspects of cultural history. h_
Provide access on some tracts for recreation and education. Ausgi.,)/. \
Serve as research locations for long term ecological studies.

Provide open space adding to Austin's quality of life and reputation
as a community that values its environment.
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Budget Items Allow for Successful Management of Wildlands by providing for:

Restoration and Land Management

0 Plant community restoration and enhancement is conducted throughout a variety of
habitats and to reach numerous goals. Just over 50% of WQPL's fee simple land have
received combined treatments to restore and enhance the ecosystem.

0 The Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan or BCCP, developed through a community-
based effort that balances habitat preservation and economic growth in Travis County. At
present, partners have protected more than 30,500 acres for the endangered golden-
cheeked warbler and black-capped vireo, and have secured the protection of 47 of the 62
caves identified in the BCCP.

Prescribed Fire
Over 4,800 acres have been treated with prescribed fire.

Community Wildfire Protection
0 To help reduce wildfire risks, the Water Quality Protection Lands maintain
approximately three linear miles of mowed fuel breaks along its boundary.
0 Additional efforts to reduce wildfire risk include partnering with
neighborhoods to offer boundary clean-ups to remove downed and dead
material along the fence line.
Karst Management
0 Specific karst management activities are conducted that encourage water to continue
recharging through caves. This includes excavating old sediment and preventing the
accumulation of new sediment in recharge features. In one feature over 50 cubic yards (4
dumptruck loads)of sediment have been removed by staff, volunteers, American Youth
Works Environmental Corps and a contractor since 2003.
Wildlife Management
0 White tail deer and feral hogs are managed to reduce the impacts of these species.
Research and Monitoring Efforts
0 BCP manages more than 13,000 acres of a 30,000 preserve system that is the heart of the
breeding range for the endangered golden-cheeked warbler and the black-capped vireo.
BCP is a leader in scientific research on these endangered species and their habitat.
0 City biologists contribute more than 10,000 hours annually studying these endangered
species. The results of this research helps to inform land management decisions.
Volunteer Efforts
0 For the past 10 years volunteers have regularly donated hours that are the equivalent of 1
to 3 full-time employees; a value of $80,000 to $250,000 annually.
Education and Outreach Activities
0 Each year approximately 3,500 people participate in educational opportunities,
presentations, lectures, or guided hikes as part of the Wildland Conservation Division’s
education and outreach activities.
Permit Compliance
0 AWU and Wildlands provide leadership for compliance with the Balcones Canyonlands
Conservation Plan federal permit. Through the conservation and management of habitat,
the BCP not only meets its federal permit guidelines but it supports the survival of eight
federally listed endangered species: two migratory neotropical songbirds and six karst, or
cave-dwelling, invertebrates. Although the BCP was created to protect these endangered
species, it benefits all of our native flora and fauna by preserving our local ecosystems while
allowing development to occur outside of the preserve system.



