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Welcome and Agenda
M e e t i n g  O ve r v i ew  a n d  L og i s t i c s

I n t ro d u c t i o n s

Wa t e rs h e d  P ro t e c t i o n  D ep a r t m e n t  

P ro j e c t  B a c k g ro u n d

P ro p o s e d  I m p rove m e n t s

V i r t u a l  C re e k  Wa l k

S c h e d u l e  a n d  N ex t  S t ep s
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Introductions
Sponsor ing  Depar tment :   

Wa te r s he d  P r o t e c t i o n  D e p a r tm e n t

P r o j e c t  S p o ns o r :   C l a y t o n  We s t

Managing  Depar tment :   

Depa r tm en t  o f  P ub l i c  Wor k s  

P r o j e c t  M a na g e r :   J a v i  Go nz a l e z  

Consu l t ing  Eng ineer :   

F r ee s e  a nd  N i cho l s  I n c .

P r o j e c t  M a na g e r :   J a y  S ca n l o n

P r o j e c t  Te chn i c a l  M a na g e r :   Ge o r g e  F ow l e r  
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About Watershed Protection
Miss ion :

Protect lives, property, and the 
environment of our community by 
reducing the impact of

• Flooding,

• Erosion, and

• Water Quality

Re d u c e  t h e  d a m a g i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  
u r b a n i z a t i o n o n  Au s t i n ’ s  w a t e r s h e d s
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What is Urbanization?
• Ad d i ng  i m pe r v i ou s  c ove r  

( r o a d s,  p a r k i ng  l o t s,  
bu i l d i ng s…)

• R ed u ce s  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  g r ound  
t o  a b s o r b  r a i n f a l l  r u no f f

• I n c r e a s e s  t he  a m o u n t  o f  
w a te r  en t e r i ng  s t r ea m s  –
d i r t i e r  w a t e r s  f i l l s  m o r e  
q u i ck l y  a nd  m o r e  o f t e n
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40% 

Evaporates

10% Runoff

50% 

Infiltrates
Groundwater

25% 

Evaporates

43% Runoff

32% 

Infiltrates
GroundwaterRURAL URBAN

AUSTIN IS URBAN…
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Flooding
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Erosion
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Water Quality
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Current Issues – Project Goals
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• Creek bottom and banks eroding 

• Damage to public and private 

property

• Water quality pollution

• Degradation of stream

• Stabilize and repair channel

• Protect property from future damage

• Protect trees and minimize tree removal

• Plant native vegetation

The project will not worsen flooding
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Project Background
Pro je c t  Area  #1

• Eb e r ha r t  L a ne  t o  Tu r t l e  C r e e k  
B o u l e va r d

Pro je c t  Area  #2

• S ta s s ney L a ne  t o  a p p r ox i m a te l y  
4 0 0  Fe e t  D ow ns t r e a m

Pro je c t  Area  #3  ( Fu ture )

• M ock i ng b i r d  L a ne  t o  S ou th  
C o ng r e s s  Ave nu e

• N o t  c u r r e n t l y  f u nd e d
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Project Background
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• Preliminary Engineering 

Report
• Understand past modifications

• Characterize existing conditions

• Predict future trends

• Conceptual design to 

stabilize the creek for 

erosion and habitat

• Starting final design
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Stabilization Examples
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Vegetative Treatment on Slopes
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Stabilization Examples
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Limestone Boulder Wall with Joint Plantings
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Stabilization Examples
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Reinforced Earth Slopes with Limestone Boulder Toe
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Proposed Improvements
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Typical section that uses two 
limestone boulder walls.  

Typical section that uses one 
limestone boulder wall and a 
vegetated slope.  
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Virtual Creek Walk
Eberhardt  Reach

Eberhart Lane to Turtle 

Creek Boulevard
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Sedimentation, wall failure, loss of private land
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Bottom and bank erosion – tree roots exposed, trees leaning over
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Bottom and bank erosion – exposed utilities and debris
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Bottom and bank erosion – fallen trees span the channel
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Bottom and bank erosion –undermining utility protection 
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Bottom and bank erosion –water quality pollution source
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Virtual Creek Walk
Stassney Reach

Stassney Lane to 

approximately 400-ft 

downstream
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Bottom and bank erosion undermining road culvert protection structure
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Bottom and bank erosion – undermined trees and water quality pollution source
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Bottom and bank erosion – undermined trees and water quality pollution source
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Bottom and bank erosion – undermined trees and water quality pollution source
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Next Steps and Cost
F ina l  Des ign

• Alignment and Sections

• Restoration Plan

• Permitting
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Est imated  Budget

• ~$4,000,000

• Funded by the 2018 Drainage Bonds and the 

Drainage Charge on utility bills
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Questions and Answers

City of Austin Department of Public Works

Javi.Gonzalez@austintexas.gov

512-974-5635

City of Austin Watershed Protection Department

Clayton.West@austintexas.gov

512-974-9792

www.AustinTexas.gov/TurtleCreek

mailto:Javi.Gonzalez@austintexas.gov
mailto:Clayton.West@austintexas.gov

