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}Required by law ðthe manufacturer must 
apply to the EPA for label approval and 
provide the label with the pesticide  

}Also required by law - the applicator must 
read and follow label instructions  



}Use 

}Safety 

}Storage  

}Environmental Impacts  

 

Pesticide manufacturers spend millions 
developing pesticide labels  ($180 million, 
Purdue 2010)  



When applying a pesticide, do you read the label?  

1. Always  

2. When I havenõt 
used the product  

3. When I havenõt 
used it for some 
time  

4. Maybe   
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Iõm an  
experienced  
applicatoré 

Iõm too busyé Iõve used this 
product for 
yearsé 

Common 
excuses for 

not 
reading the 

label  



}Is this the right product for the job?  
ƁTarget pest  

ƁApplication site  

}Can I apply it correctly and safely?  
ƁApplication equipment  

ƁPersonal protective equipment  

ƁWeather conditions  



Pesticides typically have::  

1. Chemical Names  

2. Common Names  

3. Trade Names  

4. All Three  
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Brand Name can often include:  
ƁThe percent of active ingredient 
incorporated into the product 
name  

ƁType of pesticide  

ƁFormulation (EC, etc)  



}Companies register trade 
names as a trademark  

}The same active ingredient 
may be sold under different 
trade names  



Trade or Brand Names  
Be careful, some products with:  

 

Different  brand names may have 
the same active ingredients  

 

Example: Spinosad  is the active  
ingredient in:  

Tracer Spintor Conserve 

 



Only if the label allows!  
 



}Many active ingredients are 
given a common name  
 

}Only common names 
accepted by the EPA may be 
used on the label  



}Official common name is 
usually followed by the 
chemical name in the list of 
active ingredients  

 



}Active Ingredients:  

 

}Inert Ingredients:  





ÂInert Ingredients  

ÂListed as total 
percentage  
in the product  



ÂActive Ingredients  

 

ÂThe part of the product that  
actually controls the pest(s)  



}Active Ingredient:  
ƁEach active ingredient must      

      be listed by individual    

      percentage  

 

 



Which precautionary statement is on every label?  

1. Danger  

2. Keep out of reach 
of children  

3. Do not apply to 
water  

4. Agricultural Use 
Requirements  
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}Other precautions that should be followed 
when handling the product  

}Common sense practices to minimize 
exposure to applicators, the environment 
and others who may come in contact with 
the treated area  


