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Lawn Problems 
an integrated pest management approach 



Integrated Pest Management 

Integrated pest management (IPM) is an ecosystem-based strategy 
that focuses on long-term prevention of pests or their damage through 
a combination of techniques such as biological control, habitat 
manipulation, modification of cultural practices, and use of resistant 
varieties.  

Pesticides are used only after monitoring indicates they are needed 
according to established guidelines, and treatments are made with the 
goal of removing only the target organism. Pest control materials are 
selected and applied in a manner that minimizes risks to human health, 
beneficial and non-target organisms, and the environment. 



Pests and Pesticides 

Pests include  

 insects, diseases, weeds, rodents, mites etc. 

Pesticides include  

 insecticides, fungicides, herbicides, rodenticides, 
 miticides, etc. 

Lawn Problems 

 insects, diseases and weeds are the most common 
 pests we must deal with in turf 



Lawn Problems 

Most lawn problems begin with cultural issues 

 water    (too much/too little) 

 soil   (texture, slope, compaction) 

 nutrient levels  (too low/too high)  

 sunlight & humidity (sunny and dry/cloudy and humid) 

 temperature  (too hot/too cold) 

ȣÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÔÅÐ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÂÁÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌÓ 



Water 

ǐToo little 
ǐPatches of dead turf 

ǐDry/cracked areas 

ǐSoil compaction 

ǐWeed & insect infestation 

ǐTrouble recovering from other stresses 

ǐToo much 
ǐPatches of dead turf 

ǐDisease issues 

ǐAlgae and slime mold 

 



Drought Stress 

Lack of rainfall 
Abrupt change in weather 
Irrigation system issues 

Colorado State 

Kansas State 



Shrinking Soil 

askmetafilter 

Solutions: 
 core aeration 
 add compost 




