
 

Firewise Landscaping 
August 25, 2015 

 

MITIGATING TO 
PRESERVE HIGH 
VALUE TREES 

 

Michael Embesi 
City of Austin Arborist 

  



Trees Play Critical Role  

With Austin’s Quality of Life 

 Air and Water Quality 
 Wildlife habitat 
 Screen views & noise  
 Property value 
 Sense of place 
 Aesthetics 
 Added ecological value of mature trees 
 Infrastructure which improves with time 



Jurisdiction and Authority 

City Limits 

Tree Preservation 

Tree Protection 

Tree Replacement 



Residential 
Development  

 
Trees 19-inches and 

larger 



Trees Mitigating Wildfire Impact 



IMPROPER PRUNING CUTS 



When removing a large limb, 
reduce its weight first (reducing 
pruning impacts to tree):  
 
1. Make an undercut about 12 to 

18 inches from the limb’s 
point of attachment.  

2. Make a second cut from the 
top, directly above or a few 
inches farther out on the limb. 
Doing so removes the limb, 
leaving the 12- to 18-inch 
stub.  

3. Remove the stub by cutting 
back to the branch collar. 

PROPER PRUNING CUTS 



Oak Wilt Identification 

Oak Wilt is a disease 
caused by a fungus 
called Ceratocystis 
fagacearum 

Causes a clogging of the 
water conducting vessels 
of infected oak trees 
(commonly fatal)  



Infected  
Live Oak 

Infected  
Red Oak 

Exposed Oak Wilt 
Fungal Mat 

Oak Wilt Prevention 
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