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Texas Drought Time Series 



2015 Austin Rainfall 



2015 Austin Rainfall 

• Second wettest year on record 

with 59.96 inches.  Wettest year 

was 1919 with 64.68 inches. 

• Wettest Jan-Jun on record with 

39.14 inches. 

• 8
th

 Wettest June and 5
th

 wettest 

October on record. 

• Wettest year on record at ABIA. 

 

 



2015 Austin Temp. Data 

• Average annual temp. was 69.8 

degrees.  0.4 degrees above 

normal. 

• 20
th

 warmest year on record, 

dating back to 1897. 

• 22 days at or above 100 degrees. 

• Extremes ranged from 23 degrees 

on 1/8 to 105 degrees on 8/11 and 

8/12. 



May Record Rainfall 



May Rainfall Departure 

from Normal 



Texas May Rainfall Stats 

• Rainfall averaged 9.06 inches. 

• Wettest May on record. 

• Wettest month ever (Previous 

was 6.66 inches in June 2004). 

• Wettest spring on record. 

• Wettest Jan-June on record. 



June Rainfall 



July/August 



Rainfall 7/1 thru 10/18 



October 30
th

 Rain Event 



2015 Rainfall 



2015 Rainfall Departure 

 from Normal 



Soil Moisture in Good Shape 





El Niño Update 



A Strong El Niño Continues 
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Timetable 

El Niño El Niño 



2015 Ties with 1997 for 

Strongest on Record 



Fairly similar to the 

 El Niño of 1997-1998 



Looking Ahead to Next Summer 

El Niño 

La Niña 





The Weather 

Outlook for 

2016 



A positive PDO continues 



A Very Strong Polar Vortex 



Typical Effects of El Niño 

http://www.climate.gov/sites/default/files/ENSO_schematicglobe_large.jpg


Rainfall departure from 

normal, past 60 days 



Rainfall departure from 

normal, past 60 days 



Average Oct-Mar rain 

from a strong El Niño 



Average Jan-Mar rain 

from a strong El Niño 



Average Mar-May rain 

from a strong El Niño 



Mar-May 1998 rainfall 

departure from normal 



Jun-Aug 1998 rainfall 

departure from normal 



Monthly average 

of 8 climate 

models 

Precipitation 



Monthly average 

of 8 climate 

models 

Temperature 



Temperature Rainfall Temperature Precipitation 



NWS Rainfall Outlook 



NWS Temperature Outlook 



What about the 2016 Atlantic 

Hurricane Season? 



Bob Rose 

LCRA Chief Meteorologist 

bob.rose@lcra.org 

512-578-3350 

Questions? 


