St ra W Ba I e G a rd e n i n g Zilker Botanical Garden

Austin Area Garden Center




Credit: homegrown.org

Rather than planting in the soil,
plant directly into the bale.

Benefits:
e Compacted, contaminated, or
lack of soil

* Less weeding, insects,
disease, watering, &
resources (soil) to build bed

* Raised Height



Other benefits:

* Extended Planting season

* Produces heat- great for greenhouses
e Builds fertility- nutrient rich mulch

* Ease of root vegetable harvest



Credit (L): http://www.honeybeesuite.com/tag/pollinator-garden
Credit (R): www.dreamstime.com

Straw, not hay

Straw is hollow and comes from cereal grains
Hay comes from grasses



Credit: https://en.wikipedia.org Barley, Oats, Rye, &Wheat Historic and Modern

Uses:

* Animal Feed

* Basketry- bee
skeps

e Crafts

* Corn Dollies

* Erosion Control

* Hats

* Packaging

* Paper

* Rope

* Shoes- Korea,
Germany

* Targets

e Thatching

* Construction material- bind clay and concrete in cob, straw bale houses, composite
lumber, Enviroboard, etc.

* Biogas (Aarhus University, Denmark) & Biofuels (briquettes)

e Biomass- mulch & biomass power plants in EU

e Bedding- human & animal)

* Horticulture- mulch, strawberries, protect trees in Japan, ponds to control algae,
mushroom cultivation, etc.



Credit (L): strawbalegardens.com Credit (R): modernfarmer.com

Materials:

* Straw Bales (not sprayed)
* Two T-posts per row

e Wire & Twine

* Optional 2”x6”x length

* Nitrogen Source



* Arrange in location and set in place for
good- bales will triple in weight once
watered

* (Can placein araised bed or on pallets to
facilitate access and/ or stability

* Place bales upside down with cut side facing
up

Credit: www.mirror.co.uk



Conditioning your bales:

e 12-18 day process

* Intended to begin
decomposition of
internal structure

* Apply and work in
organic nitrogen rich
source such as coffee
grounds, aquatic plants,
compost, bloodmeal,
etc. and water heavily






Ready to plant once below
100 degrees F

Credit (TL): preparednessmama.com
Credit (TR): bonnieplants.com
Credit (B): mynortherngarden.com









Credit (TL): www.feldoncentral.com
Credit (BR): www.telegraph.co.uk
Credit (TR) : www.amazon.com
Credit (BL): strawbalegardens.com




Credit (TR): www.pinterest.com
Credit (BL):
www.arlingtonartscenter.org
Credit (TL):
www.urbangardensweb.com






















Bibliography:
http://texashomeandgarden.com/idea-center/garden/straw-bale-
gardening-bounty-by-the-bale/

See our article in the Statesman:

http://www.mystatesman.com/news/lifestyles/home-garden/
home-matters-plant-in-the-straw-bale-local-black-f/npPagb/

Visit our Straw Bale Garden in the Vegetable Garden at Zilker
Botanical Garden



Thank youl!

Questions?

Christopher Sanchez
512-477-8672 xt.13
Chris.Sanchez@austintexas.gov

City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department Zilker Botanical Garden
Austin Area Garden Center
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