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Texas is a land of 
perennial drought broken 

by the occasional 
devastating flood.

unknown state meteorologist from Texas in 1927

































Use sidewalks, gravel paths, driveways





A surface fire couldn’t spread through this yard



Gravel Spacer 
(doubles as a splash 
guard for house)

Windows 
unobstructed by 
vegetation



Avoid highly volatile junipers

Plant low-growing shrubs

Space shrubs away from windows, 
decks & wood fences

Use non-flammable mulches 

Consider using succulents





Juniper

Yaupon Holly 



Less than 12” tall

Fire Resistant varieties

Keep the dead cut away

Mow during dormancy

Use as an alternative to grass



Plant hardwoods

Plan for growth 
when planting

Limb the trees 
up to 5 feet

Avoid planting 
ladder fuels



•Plant low-growing (2 feet tall or 
less) near structures

•Avoid planting volatile shrubs 
near windows, decks or wood 
fences

•Modify shrubs with 
rock mulch and other vegetation



•Irrigate Zone 1

•Keep grass and groundcovers short 
(especially in winter)

•Prune and rake all dead matter from 
flowerbeds, shrubs, groundcovers

•Rake and remove leaves, pine straw

•Replace dead plants



A minimum 30 feet 
of survivable space

Tree limbs pruned 
at least 5 feet high

Fire-resistant 
roof materials

A well-maintained
lawn Flower beds, trees 

set apart in islands

Screened in decks, 
patios and vents
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