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Cigarette butts are the most common form of litter. And virtually all litter ends up in our streams 
and lakes. Cigarettes pose a serious litter and toxic waste problem. Worldwide, 4.5 trillion cigarette 
butts make their way into the environment each year.

 This isn’t just   
 a cigarette. 
It’s TOXIC WASTE. 



One butt 
can kill
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Cigarette butts are toxic. In fact, just one cigarette butt in about a liter of water can kill fish. 
That’s because cigarettes contain harmful chemicals like ammonia, cyanide, mercury, lead, and arsenic.


