2016-2017 BUDGET QUESTION

Response to Request for Information

DEPARTMENT: Health and Human Services
REQUEST NO.: 173

REQUESTED BY: Tovo

DATE REQUESTED: 8/16/16

DATE POSTED: 8/30/16

REQUEST: What is the Housing First Permanent Supportive Housing initiative mentioned on
page 111 of Volume I?

RESPONSE: Housing First is an approach to quickly and successfully connect individuals and
families experiencing homelessness to permanent housing without preconditions and barriers
to entry, such as sobriety, treatment or service participation requirements. Supportive services
are offered to maximize housing stability and prevent clients from returning to their
homelessness as opposed to addressing predetermined treatment goals prior to permanent
housing entry. In 2014, Neighborhood Housing and Community Development (NHCD) released
a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the construction and operation of a Housing First Permanent
Supportive Housing facility with a minimum of 50 units. The target population is chronically
homeless persons with tri-morbid conditions (medical, mental health, and substance abuse).
When the RFP was released, the Health and Human Services Department (HHSD) didn’t have
available funding for the supportive services. During the FY 2016 budget process, HHSD
requested $600,000 for this RFP, but since the units were not available, the request was
rescinded. In FY 2017, HHSD requested the funding to provide the supportive services for this
RFP. The RFP for this effort was awarded to Austin Travis County Integral Care (ATCIC).



