
2016‐2017	BUDGET	QUESTION	

Response	to	Request	for	Information	
	

DEPARTMENT: Financial Services – Budget     

REQUEST NO.: 270 

REQUESTED BY: Adler 

DATE REQUESTED: 9/16/16 

DATE POSTED:  9/16/16 

REQUEST:  Please update the 5-year tax and fee impact analysis to reflect the FY 2017 
adopted budget. Please provide the tax bill data for both a ‘typical’ senior and non-senior 
household. 

 

RESPONSE: 

The tables on the following pages show the combined bill for a ‘typical’ senior and non-senior 
ratepayer respectively. The data for FY17 reflects the adoption of a general homestead 
exemption at 8% and a fixed senior exemption of $82,500. For context, the general homestead 
exemption was increased from 0% to 6% in FY16 and the senior exemption was increased from 
$51,000 to $70,000 in FY15 and then to $80,000 in FY16. 

Please also note that the definitions of the ‘typical ratepayer’ assumed in this chart may not 
apply with equal validity to senior households. Most specifically, seniors are eligible to apply to 
cease paying the Transportation User Fee. More generally, the smaller size of the average 
senior household means that it likely consumes lower average amounts of electricity, water, 
and wastewater and likely uses smaller garbage cart sizes on average as well. Finally, we do 
not have the data from the Watershed Protection Department to determine how the average 
senior-owned property differs from the average non-senior owned property for purposes of the 
Drainage Utility Fee calculation. 

 
 



TYPICAL NON-SENIOR RATEPAYER FY12-FY17

2012
Actual
Rate

2013
Actual
Rate

2014
Actual
Rate

2015
Actual
Rate

2016
Actual
Rate

2017
Proposed

Rate

Compound 
Annual 

Growth Rate Typical ratepayer defined as:

Bill $90.60 $89.86 $95.35 $95.47 $92.49 $88.81 -0.4%

Usage 950 kWh 908 kWh 915 kWh 895 kWh 895 kWh 895 kWh

Bill $68.33 $74.66 $71.54 $74.24 $80.24 $83.19 4.0%

Usage

7,600 gallons 
water/

4,300 gallons 
wastewater

6,900 gallons 
water/

4,500 gallons 
wastewater

6,100 gallons 
water/

4,200 gallons 
wastewater

5,800 gallons 
water/

3,900 gallons 
wastewater

5,800 gallons 
water/

4,000 gallons 
wastewater

5,800 gallons 
water/

4,000 gallons 
wastewater

Austin Resource 
Recovery $18.75 $19.75 $19.75 $21.60 $23.30 $24.30 5.3%

Residential customer using a 64-
gallon cart

Clean Community 
Fee $5.00 $6.00 $6.65 $7.40 $7.65 $8.05 10.0% Single-family home

Transportation User 
Fee $7.29 $7.80 $7.80 $8.25 $9.77 $11.52 9.6% Single-family home

Drainage Utility Fee $7.75 $8.35 $9.20 $9.80 $10.82 $11.80 8.8%

FY12 - FY15: Single-family 
home; 
FY16/FY17: Residential 
customer with 3,100 sq. 
ft./37% impervious  cover

Property Tax Bill $80.59 $83.27 $86.45 $90.62 $90.60 $94.41 3.2% Median non-senior homestead

Total  $278.31 $289.69 $296.74 $307.38 $314.87 $322.08 3.0%

Austin Energy  

Austin Water  

Actual average residential 
customer usage (usage 
estimated for FY16 and 
projected for FY17)

Actual average residential 
customer usage (usage 
estimated for FY16 and 
projected for FY17)



TYPICAL SENIOR RATEPAYER FY12-17

2012
Actual
Rate

2013
Actual
Rate

2014
Actual
Rate

2015
Actual
Rate

2016
Actual
Rate

2017
Proposed

Rate

Compound 
Annual 

Growth Rate Typical ratepayer defined as:

Bill $90.60 $89.86 $95.35 $95.47 $92.49 $88.81 -0.4%

Usage 950 kWh 908 kWh 915 kWh 895 kWh 895 kWh 895 kWh

Bill $68.33 $74.66 $71.54 $74.24 $80.24 $83.19 4.0%

Usage

7,600 gallons 
water/

4,300 gallons 
wastewater

6,900 gallons 
water/

4,500 gallons 
wastewater

6,100 gallons 
water/

4,200 gallons 
wastewater

5,800 gallons 
water/

3,900 gallons 
wastewater

5,800 gallons 
water/

4,000 gallons 
wastewater

5,800 gallons 
water/

4,000 gallons 
wastewater

Austin Resource 
Recovery $18.75 $19.75 $19.75 $21.60 $23.30 $24.30 5.3%

Residential customer using a 64-
gallon cart

Clean Community 
Fee $5.00 $6.00 $6.65 $7.40 $7.65 $8.05 10.0% Single-family home

Transportation User 
Fee $7.29 $7.80 $7.80 $8.25 $9.77 $11.52 9.6% Single-family home

Drainage Utility Fee $7.75 $8.35 $9.20 $9.80 $10.82 $11.80 8.8%

FY12 - FY15: Single-family 
home; 
FY16/FY17: Residential 
customer with 3,100 sq. 
ft./37% impervious  cover

Property Tax Bill $60.74 $62.58 $65.23 $61.55 $57.87 $61.27 0.2% Median senior homestead

Total  $258.46 $269.00 $275.52 $278.31 $282.14 $288.94 2.3%

Austin Energy  

Austin Water  

Actual average residential 
customer usage (usage 
estimated for FY16 and 
projected for FY17)

Actual average residential 
customer usage (usage 
estimated for FY16 and 
projected for FY17)


