
2016‐2017	BUDGET	QUESTION	

Response	to	Request	for	Information	
	

DEPARTMENT: Police 

REQUEST NO.: 56 

REQUESTED BY: Garza 

DATE REQUESTED: 6/10/16 

DATE POSTED: 6/15/16 

REQUEST:  Please provide a breakdown of the activity and cost of the Austin Police 
Department's Mounted Patrol unit. 

 

RESPONSE:   

Activities performed by the Austin Police Department Mounted Patrol Unit include providing 
crowd control and working directed patrol in order to assisting in the prevention and detection of 
crime, and location of suspects being sought by the police. The unit also works to promote of a 
favorable public image of the police department through public outreach by participating in 
numerous community events throughout the year. 

The Mounted Patrol officers perform crowd control by using their horses to establish and 
maintain perimeters around disturbances and crime scenes.  This allows other officers to safely 
handle the incident.  Mounted Patrol officers remain on their horses during crowd control 
situations. 

On days of inclement weather, when horses cannot be deployed, Mounted officers will obtain a 
marked unit and deploy for regular patrol duties. 

The expenditures related to the mounted unit for FY2015 were $1,899,761.  The budget for 
FY2016 is $1,897,859.  This includes salaries and benefits of officers assigned to the unit as 
well as the two civilian stable attendants, rent for the current facility, services related to the 
horses health and well-being, food and care products such hay, oats, alfalfa and shavings for the 
horse stalls.   

	


